Crystal Wilkinson’s Water Street                                                                   *Come to a consensus in your Collaborative Learning group and make complete sentences only  for questions with asterisk.  Work in groups of 3-4, with a recorder, reporter, & reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet with all names:     __________________________________, ____________________________________, __________________________________
1) *This group of short stories is a “cycle collection,” meaning that the stories are inter-related and you will find many of the characters in other Wilkinson stories.  Wilkinson tells us in her chapter “Welcome to Water Street” that every person has at least two stories to  tell.  One story that the light of day shines on; the other that lives only in the pitch black of night” (3).  Come to a consensus about what she means.
2) *Describe in the first story “My Girl Mona” how Wilkinson employs a non-linear or Stream of consciousness (narrative mode) to unfold Yolanda’s story about her best friend Mona.
3) Why does Yolanda keep saying to her therapist, “You know what I’m saying?” ______________
4) Who is Lois Cate in “Water Street, 1979”? ____________________________   How does she pose a dilemma for Junior?   ____________________________________
5) *How do “Sixteen Confessions of Lois Carter” and “Respite” reveal the cultural differences between white and black folks?  Explain.

6) *Describe the family reunion portrayed in “The Evolution of Sandy Crawford”?  

7) In “An Ordinary Man,” we are introduced to Reverend Townsend.  In a word or two, describe the relationship that he creates with Sister Ariel? _____________________________________
8) Did Ariel expect Rev. Townsend to be “an ordinary man”? ___________________  What does this story say about “ordinary men”?_____________________________________________
9) Describe the masculine ethos that Mouse embodies in “Between Men”? __________________
10) What do Candy and her sister discover about their mother in the story “The Fight”? _________ *How are these stories, which are relentlessly realistic and critical of the actions of both men and women, more a critique of “Patriarchy” than of a particular sex?
